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Students will explore how Claudia Moodoonuthi uses art elements and principles - such as 
colour, line and pattern - to convey a sense of identity and celebrate aspects of her everyday 
life, and the ways in which her work intersects with design. Drawing links to their own lives and 
interests, students will create designs for an everyday object to celebrate their identity.

• Analyse how Claudia Moodoonuthi uses colour, line and pattern to celebrate 
everyday life and to convey a sense of identity and in her work.

• Explain how Moodoonuthi’s choice of materials reflects her intentions and the 
meaning behind her work.

• Design and create an artwork which reflects aspects of their everyday life and 
identity.

• Evaluate their own creative process and decision making, and reflect with a partner 
on how effectively their ideas have been expressed.

OVERVIEW 

LEVELS 3–6

LEARNING  
OBJECTIVES 

GREAT ART IDEAS
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INSPIRED BY CLAUDIA 
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ON COUNTRY   
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STUDENT 
EXAMPLES

A student example of a hat design for the 
Celebrating the everyday activity

A student example of a violin design for the 
Celebrating the everyday activity
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RELATED 
ARTWORK 

Claudia Moodoonuthi 
360 flip on country 2014 
Brisbane, Queensland 
synthetic polymer paint on 
skateboards 
Purchased, Victorian Foundation 
for Living Australian Artists, 2015 
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Claudia Moodoonuthi (b. 1995) is a Kaiadilt artist from Bentick Island in the Gulf of 
Carpenteria. She spent much of her childhood on Country with her family, fishing and 
hunting, developing a deep connection to the land and to the traditional ways of the Lardil 
and Kaiadilt peoples. These experiences are reflected through her bright and colourful 
artworks. Many of Moodoonuthi’s paintings depict waterholes, grasses, sea life and the 
many rocks off the coastline of Bentinck Island.

For her work 360 flip on Country, 2014, Moodoonuthi collected discarded skateboards 
that reminded her of her childhood growing up on Bentinck Island. She covered them in 
traditional designs; the faces reference traditional Kaiadilt art and the bold striped and 
dotted compositions beneath the wheels reflect Lardil iconography. By working on these 
everyday objects she elevates their status – from everyday items to works of art that speak 
of identity, culture and place.

Moodoonuthi’s work also shows how art and design can intertwine. She has designed a 
series of coffee tables which pay homage to members of her family, and has collaborated 
with brands such as MECCA cosmetics, and the NGV Design Store developing designs for 
fashion and marketing. The designs draw directly from her vibrant, colourful and bold style 
of work. Her skateboards, design objects and collaborations demonstrate how artists can 
reach and engage with a larger audience through merging art with design. 

Look at the works by Claudia Moodoonuthi and consider and discuss the following 
questions with your class:

• Describe the colours, lines and patterns Moodoonuthi has used and share your 
words with a partner. For example, vibrant, bold and bright.

• Discuss how Moodoonuthi has used the elements and principles of design in her 
work. For example, colour, line, patterning and movement.

• What images or symbols do you see? What do they remind you of? How might the 
designs connect to Moodonuthi’s identity or sense of place?

• Why do you think Moodoonuthi has selected skateboards as the canvas for  
her artwork?

• How do her designs change the way we view the skateboards? Consider how this 
artwork might connect to the theme ‘celebrating the everyday’. How might you view 
the artworks differently if they were painted on a traditional canvas, or a different 
everyday object?

• Think of an object that represents a place or activity that is special to you. What 
memories or experiences do you associate with this object? Share with a partner or 
with the whole class.

• Would you consider the skateboards Moodoonuthi has made to be ‘art’ or ‘design’? 
Could they be both?

DISCUSS

• Sketchbook or paper

• Grey lead pencils

• A4 black and coloured paper

• Paint markers (such as Posca pens)

• Scissors

• Glue

RESOURCES  
& MATERIALS



The NGV gratefully acknowledges the Packer Family and Crown Resorts 
Foundations for their support of the Your NGV Arts Access Program for 
Students, Children and Families.
 
The NGV warmly thanks Krystyna Campbell-Pretty AM and Family for their 
support of the NGV School Support Program.

NGV SCHOOLS PROGRAM PARTNERS

IDEA DEVELOPMENT

1. Choose an everyday object to create a design for. This might be something related 
to a hobby or interest such as a football or a violin, or it might be an object you use 
every day such as a hat or a chair.

2. On a piece of A4 black paper draw an outline of the object in grey lead pencil, 
making sure the outline is big enough to fill the whole page.

3. Think about what aspects of your everyday life you would like to celebrate. What 
makes you unique? Write down your ideas. You might like to consider special 
people, things and places in your life, hobbies and interests – things you like to do 
every day, or special celebrations that are important to you. For example, your pet 
dog, the beach, birthdays or a special pendant or charm.

4. Choose three or four ideas from your brainstorm. Using white paper, draw an image 
or pattern that could represent each idea. Consider the relationship between your 
chosen object and the designs when making your choices. 

MAKE

5. Cut out your drawings and arrange them on your object to create a design. When 
you are happy with the composition, paste them down with glue.

6. Using a paint based marker, fill the space around your images with patterns and 
blocks of colours that reflect or enhance the drawings. Consider the use of line, 
colour and pattern to give your design visual impact and to emphasise the meaning 
and significance of different elements.

7. Trace around the outline of your object with a marker. 

8. Cut it out and paste on a coloured paper.

Present your design to a partner and discuss:

• What colours, lines and patterns did you choose and why? 

• How does the work reflect your everyday life – the people, places and things that 
are important to you?

• What choices did you make about the composition and design of your final work? 
Would you do anything differently if you made it again?

• In what ways has Moodoonuthi’s artwork inspired you today?

CREATE  

PRESENT  
AND REFLECT 


